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WHERE EAGLES DA

Come mid-October and the roads leading to Ladakh, the land of high passes, shut down
for nearly seven months due to heavy snow fall. Winter sets in much earlier than in the
plains down south. Life in the cold desert is harsh, particularly In winter, when
temperatures can dip to as low as -40 degree Celsius, Foodstuff, clothing, medicines,

fuel,... everything has 1o be stored In advance to support the three lakh Ladakhis and the
army personnel stationed round the year In the high mountains, overlooking both
PMakistan-occupied Kashmir and China. Palashranjan Bhaumick captures the images and
tells the story of how fuel is stored for the bitter cold.




-

i~

b Dot arsd Buendd wider the Sepsmemibser wan At the Indian
M Corpestation’s g terminal on e okl of
Ambala, Marvana. Thin werminal, the Lrgest I nonhetn
India, serves Ihe neahy ol Hamvana, Purtjab, Rajaahan
s hral Pradieds and Jamrmu and Kashmie. Right now, the
potority b the high altitude fromtiers o ollioials are Dusy
shom Rl gy Bor the winiler toqqubresmenits of e armiy, atr foree
wiv i akrtioes, ard the govoprie of Laalikh
[etmmurea] marsg@er Sudhaboe Parasan dd s ean are
Ing gainat thme, ensuring the reguilres] odl supyslies sesch L eh
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iy Lackekly befoee the patses e Dlovkad Dy soowall i 1s just
e picjparalions dre akin o getting ready lor
baittlen the ditterence Being that the soddien” are 650 boave
Laniher aletvers ard Dt Delpers, The Lask o8 Dcarey S00000 Kilis
Hires of petioleun produdts from Ambabs o Ledy, And wiil
the il stariee b pusd S50 Mknneties, e terradn s Ju el s wirid-
ing moads through some of (e world"s higghest motmtains
o this partioular day in the second woek of Septemibes
tans to dinpatchy 90 bankers bar Lehe. Time 1y short. Phone
Cills b Dty meate Back and forth bt vt Parasart and his
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1. Amibwekilc Phe Mg fouds fow wedraler sdivhibeg 2.

Liv ey i el i 5 Eve st 50 10 Devpomep il X SUGEY mald dbafpw 10 N0 amf samids |

4. OorDhre-xpot manindl Pty check of ATF S0 Clienicnd chex wf Bhe ficl 6. The iy goosd Dosonlt ane abwn s there 7, Waitiey fo hessr thedr suma
culllod iniaf XKD, Thee bowyg dend ddanrrt off thy backa urad Ay 1O Pvnersgue Taveglonny Lo paris 11, Life in o commurnly bod 1.2 A LI slepod im Lok

LE 0T lostaliing forve Do mwalind frwef ofepast i Lok B4, A perfoct saatihe POC vl e’ Jasllates aldr forge im Lo 1.8, Mirivggend chwoks 16

Lre arrpmry Fielid

epot umncwhere In Lankallly 17, ONext page) Arvny porssime in o tioon TRE T2, O Diwe fog of tiee wew bl Th workd s febghued degot srsd petrod paamyg

counterparts and the sry Held depoty’ oflicials, updating
thetnscives on the tanken’ movements, All the terminal’s 22
flkers are engaged, HIHNg up the Linkers even 22 50 more wait
In gueue with hundoeds more outsbde the terminal complex
The tanker Jdrorcers wall anxioundy for Thetr names 10 be calied
out over the lowdspeaker. Jagit Singh, a voung Stkch driver in
huis myld-twenties, Is sitting in his trock cab, hearing Bidi fulel i
from the music system, He s happy because he has been
called i to 1 up. This will be his efghth trip to Leh o the last
three manths, which means a ot 10 Singh who ban just

becorne a RDiher. Every exies (i will being  nomuoch-teeded
sdditional Income, Armed with his electronic entry pass and
his tanker Ned with 9,000 Htres of aviation turbine fucel
(ATT 1, he setx ol for Leh, As be ateens his tanker towards the
main gate, he quickly switches off the music saystemn! It 1s
almost a I even the wond "Fire” condd cause a MNie In the
Righly Inflammable terminal. 1n fact, the first Jesaon that the
drivers are given by Lhe security personned is about fire safety,
NO one 18 allowed 1o carry a match box, torch, lghter, cam-
eras with Mashguns, o even a ol phone! Smoking is surictly
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prohibited and the whole terminal s under electronic
survelllange tound the clodh.

Filling up the tanken va sermitive operation: Find, the dri-
vers 20 Lhmough 3 stricl secunity soreening,. Won ety every ik
ver eligitvle to ferry Its produsts a phote-ioe Along with his
curfen! conugnment’s electionic ¢ntry pass and 3 detalled
recvipl, the dover enters L terminal. Once e by Cleamed by the
serutity, B deives Bis Lenke to the Olling bay, His papen ate
checked by 1o officials once again. If they ate watisfied with
the papeers, thent he bs allesvedd to place the tanker at e Nkt

e fillirng s Jone by a computerbsed peocess syxtem, Not a
sngle drop of extrs fuel can Mow oul. The coradgronent bos
meabhets Iy senit 1o the receiving emd imtantly. Ondce the (illing
s done, the Lanker 15 loCked with spocial thmper-proal kacka
' the soxs oflicials. The lcking ol the tanker plins a ey role
1o Hhis whole operation bo emasie that no pilfezage tahes place
al arvy given puoint of tme. Each key has 2 countes key kept at
the destination. The lanker can only be opened by an autho-
e son personmed o 4 fheld depot anmy oftioer. The locks ane
checked again by the security. After the securtly I3 satlafied
with the locky, the tankes toallowed 1o keave the teeminal

Sow the driver it seady 1o set fogth, 10wl tabe hibm theee 1o
four days 10 reach Leh, assuming the weather §s fair. On the
wity, the driven prefer to eat and spend thelr nights o the
siirdsm omly,. Many drivers svold diiving the tankers at nighi
v the treacheroms roule, Ongce the tanker reaches its desting.
thon, a thorough ohecking of the papere locks, measuremirnl
of thw comignment and a purity check is done agaln in from
of the autharbsed officialy, Al the parameters have 1o match
with the ongin of thee comigmmmmt and onby then will the dn-
ver be allowed 10 offload Bl fucd, A detatled peport 1
enchangad with the main termunal instantly. Alter the
olfloading. while coming out of the depot, wxurty guands
rechech the tiunker bo make sute It s completely enppty

Thunggh the tankers look quite osdinany, they are specially
built depending on the proaducts they cammy, The trucks are
modified 1o take the contimuous shaow i of thie uneven M.
Liinous rousds. The drivers of these tankers are Righly skdlied in

Spoeclal Feature

high altitude drving. For mstance, 3l
18,500 feet, 2 tnboer Htled with pettol o
ke Nudd. whille taking a sharp turn on an
uneven road can have a fatal accident by
Juxt 3 sway hete of there, Then there are
plates where the Irucks travene maxdh
net lar fram the Pakistand botder, A lew
yvears ago, shwlling Irom acrom the baor.
det was qualle common; thankfully, such
shielliog huas stoppen] pew

A great fear among the drivers {s of landalides, which are
quite common 10 these atcas. I case of a landslide, the
army’s high altimude road conuructon outiil 'Hmank” i
prreacd bnto s Hon

In the emd, though, the weather 1s the vilkain, Coupled
with titing sohi and the bk of axygen in thew high altitode
passey. ke can be extremely difficult, even tatal. bor that the
armvy s emerngensy medical campm all along the route.

Yet, In the whole operation, the mos! interesting aspect Iy
the active partiCipation of the tanker drivers They are
Involved in every stage trom the filling up to the otfloading
gdes, working in tandem with the wowe officul and arry o).
cers The drivens take full ownenhip of the consignment. They
are Wie roal hieroes wha battle all the odds to go only whee
eagio dare!

S wiiy Jo 1he doiven thk thelr Dves Lo take Ure Lanboen all
the way up to Laskaktu, Is 11 for the extma income that they 2¢t
foot prutting thedr Hves af sk Av an army Beld depot some-
where In Ladakh, winen this question was pul o 3 wasoned
clderly dover, he repiliod, = Naff tsaMt aper avnary krwaee der
L Uiy Jossird sle sol e Tapdne, T embe Upe 10t enalyl hatr sabie?™ (No
A, 1 onar sobdtens can give thetr lives for our country, can'’t we
do Just this fot isem ™

Hinterically, the people and army in Ladakl share 2 spevial
telationvhibp with ws . Today, due 1o [t unlmterruptod supply
o fuel, coaking gas and keronene, particularly bo the far-flung
Villages daring the wirnters, i has helped the local cconomy
grow comuiderably, Now the roads have boen widened,
strenigthened arnd trave] time has been retnatkably shostenad.
Leh, the district headgquaner b well conmected with Air
Drecean, iendian, amd jet conducting regudar Lob-Deilld [ghis

In recent yeans, touriym has propelled the ccondumy of
Lodakly Humdreds of thoumsands of tourists lock 1o the
it abng of Ladakh every year, often during sumimer. Ard
thanks b the casy avallabibity of feel, many hoteds remain
open during winter, Not so wurpeising then that even wihern it
by freeinng cokd In Tk, undseds of Inudian and lorelgn
uowrrists My dorwn to Lstakh 1o enjoy iis bevathtaking beauty, .




